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About KKELC

Kachemak Kids Early Learning Center is a non-profit, cooperative-style, early
education and childcare center located next to the Homer Head Start on Ocean
Drive. We believe in the value of play and creative exploration as a means for
children to develop a life-long love of learning, effective skills of collaboration, an
understanding of the importance of kindness and respect among all, and an
ability to think innovatively.

We honor the ideas and passions that each student brings to our group and our
curriculum emerges from our student’s interests. Teachers are co-learners with
the children and are here to nurture each child’s natural curiosity. We value a
strong partnership between home and school, and provide many opportunities
and means for families to share in their child’s early education. We are pleased
to be a part of the early education and childcare choice in Homer.

OUR PHILOSOPHY

At Kachemak Kids ELC, we believe in the value of play, outdoor whole-body
movement, and creative exploration as a means for children to develop a life-
long love of learning, strong, skilled bodies, effective skills of collaboration, an
understanding of the importance of kindness and respect among all, and an
ability to think innovatively.

KKELC's classroom is an engaging environment providing open-ended activities
and a rich pallet of art materials to support each child’s desire to express their
understanding of the world around them.

Kachemak Kids honors and supports each child’s uniqueness and strengths.

Our goal is to help our students share their interests and abilities, learn to resolve
social and cognitive challenges, and to value the many communities to which
they belong.
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Inspired by the municipal preschools of Reggio Emilia, Italy  , teachers are co-
learners with the children. We respect the ideas and passions that each student
brings to our group and our curriculum emerges from our student’s interests. We
draw from the experts in the field of early childhood education (Montessori,
Reggio-Emilia, Waldorf, etc) but we don’t adhere rigidly to any single system.
We value a strong partnership between home and school, and provide many
opportunities and means for parents to share in their child’s early education.

IMPORTANT RELATIONSHIPS

Relationships are the life-blood of the school. At Kachemak Kids, we value the
connections between child and child, child and teacher, child and parent, parent
and parent, and teacher and parent. Each of these partnerships contributes to
the educational success of our children.

Child to Child:  Forging strong, cooperative bonds between students helps to
ensure that our children love coming to school. It is here that they get the
opportunity to learn skills of collaboration, social problem-solving, friendship, and
kindness through sharing, assisting, and turn-taking.

Child to Teacher: When child and teacher cooperate as co-learners children feel
that their ideas are valued and honored. At KKELC, teachers work side-by-side
with students as they explore passions and concepts that are relevant to their
lives. Strong connections between a child and their teachers helps to ensure that
children feel respected and loved, and are excited to come to school.

Child to Parent: We believe that it is essential that parents are deeply
connected to the educational lives of their children. The parent cooperative
approach at KKELC aims at connecting parents to their children’s school lives.
Consistency between home and school, as well as the opportunity to extend
lessons and passions beyond the classroom are just a couple of the ways that
children benefit from their parent’s classroom involvement.

Parent to Parent: At KKELC an important goal is to build the cohesive
community that will support our student’s education. Through celebrations,
enrichment workshops, parent-planned classroom activities, and other
opportunities, bonds between KKELC parents are developed and strengthened.

3



Teacher to Parent. A solid partnership between home and school ensures that

the goals and educational approaches for the children are individualized for each
of our students. No one knows your child as well as you, and we rely on a strong
partnership to create the best program possible for your child and family.

THE COOPERATIVE APPROACH

Kachemak Kids ELC is a parent cooperative. We require our families to
contribute 6 hours of ‘Parent-Time’ each month. In addition to connecting parents
more closely to their child’s early school experience, parents help to create
richness and breathe life into the school. A variety of opportunities make this
easy for each family’s schedule. In addition to spending time engaged in the life
of the classroom, providing cleaning support, pet care, snacks, and other
services all contribute toward the cooperative obligation. Community
involvement in the school is also extremely valued. We enjoy sharing our
knowledge of early childhood and our relationships with EC professionals.
Further, we deeply appreciate and rely on donations of materials and funds to
support our innovative approach to working with young children.

OUR STAFF

KKELC teachers are dedicated to introducing children to the marvelous
possibility the world has to offer. We are professionals who love children and are
committed to making the world a better place for them. We are pleased to be a
part of the Homer community and to share our skills, passions, and expertise
with the students of KKELC.

Jon Kulhanek, Executive Director

A native of Minnesota, Jon grew up enjoying his time hunting, gathering,
exploring the woods and fields, and taking artistic inspiration from beautiful rural
landscapes. When he was 16, his uncle first brought him to Alaska. This trip
took him to Homer and many other parts of the state. Very early on, he knew
that Alaska would become home at some point in his life.
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He received his undergraduate degree in Landscape Architecture from the
University of Minnesota, and following this took a position designing highway rest
areas for the MN Dept. of Transportation. After several months of work in this
sector he received an invitation to setnet for salmon across the inlet on Chisik
Island. This became his new passion and the need to find a profession that
supported his summer fishing arose. The answer was teaching.

Jon began at the bottom of the ladder as a substitute teacher in a small
Montessori preschool and childcare center in Minneapolis. Moving through the
ranks, he became an assistant then lead teacher during his five years with the
school. When the opportunity arose to pioneer an innovative pre-K program at
the Blake School, he took it up with a passion. Using the approach of early
educators in Reggio Emilia, Italy, this new pre-K program celebrated the
creativity, natural curiosity, and innate ability of young children, and prepared
them for a life-long love of learning. Jon has been fortunate enough to have
traveled twice to the city of Reggio Emilia to study the city-run preschools that
have gained much educator attention over the years.

After the foundation had been laid at Blake, Jon moved to the San Francisco Bay
Area where he was a lead teacher, program director, and admissions director at
the Phillips Brooks School in Menlo Park.

With Alaska and fishing still an important part of his life, Jon, his partner Paula,
and their children Isabel and Xander made the move to Homer in 2006. They
spent their first year enjoying ‘homestead-style’ living on their 10 acres above
Homer. Jon was thrilled to learn of Kachemak Kids, and is pleased to be a part
of providing an innovative early learning option for the families of Kachemak
Kids.

Jane Dunn, Lead teacher:

Born and raised in rural Southeastern Michigan, Jane spent many childhood
days rescuing and caring for lost or injured animals from baby chipmunks fed
with an eyedropper or goslings that'd lost their mother to wandering cats and
dogs that needed to come in out of the cold. With a nurturing spirit, it was only
natural that she’d decide to go into the education field.

She went to Lycoming College in Williamsport, Pennsylvania, taking a semester
to study abroad in Australia. In the summer of 1999, she earned a certificate to
teach English as a Foreign Language in San Francisco. After her course was
over, Jane decided to do some exploring of the Northwest coast via, buses, cars
and trains and then, moved on to riding the ferry on her first life changing trip to
Alaska. After graduating with a BA in Psychology and an Elementary Ed.
Teaching certificate, Jane taught her way across Europe, meeting and learning
from fascinating children from all around the globe. None of it captured her like
Alaska had though.

When she came back to the states, Jane landed a most spectacular job as a
Play Partner at the Brookfield Zoo outside of Chicago. There, she was given
extensive training in early childhood development and using play as a learning
tool. She helped design a multi million dollar facility called The Play Zoo. There,
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families donned zookeeper costumes, animal and insect costumes, veterinarian
lab coats and lots of face paints. They built things with tiny tools and created
beautiful works of art. They planted seeds and learned about wise pet choices.
All, the while, Jane played right along with them. It was an amazing job. But,
Alaska kept calling.

Finally, in November of 2001, Jane secured a job with Americorps as a facilitator
at The Family Learning Center here in Homer, Alaska. Since then, she has
worked in many of Homer’s educational facilities as a Mental Health skills trainer,
substitute teacher and special education aide. She is now the Lead Teacher at
Kachemak Kids and adores playing, learning and growing with the families of
Kachemak Kids.

Sierra Smith, Assistant Teacher:

Born and raised in Homer, Sierra has been involved in the educational system for
14 years as a student. Her recently-discovered passion for education stems from
her frustration with the latter years of her formal schooling that helped to make
her ‘an expert’ on what students need in Homer.

During Sierra’s last year of high school, she traveled to Brazil as an exchange

student to be as far away from Homer as possible. She definitely got her wish,
as she was challenged by everything from a new family to hot, humid weather

and even a private Catholic school.

She discovered through this culture first, that she didn’'t want to be away from
Homer, and second, that with education comes understanding and acceptance
(not to mention joy!).

Sierra looks forward to figuring out the details of furthering her education and
learning with our lovely Kachemak Kids to ensure a bright future for our precious
Homer.



